
Treuden County Board of Education
GA~V.J, WAL.OE:N, Superlnt.ndent

Trautlsn Coun~ School. ere Accredited Oy tne

Southern AS8oeletion 0' Colle,se and 5enools

April 24, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No, 96.45

202 Third Street

SOPERTON, GE~GtA"~04e57
(912) !!52S-4226 ? .•. .-" ",."

Dear Choinnan HWldt:

I am the superintendent from TreutlcllCOullly Schdols,ai~dratn,writiri~t6c:<pressmy gratitude for the actions
you have takcn to ensure that all SQhOoJdistriQtswill have affordll~lea~~~~',to the Information Superhighway.

,',' " .. '. ' ,. I ','

,':, '~:>~'::/1'.. 1,. ," ,"', ~

Educators in OUI system are very 9qncemeda.~,Qrit prcpllb~ the wJ~rkforc:e' b( tomorrow. The
Telccommunicalions Act and the F'¢dcr,lll-Stat!;))oint Boar(id~isiQrlwil~ij~~rantee that all school districts will
have the opportunity to corolect to~\eint~r:riet'dn'd, in our ca)l~~b~,able' to ~ntinuc to provide distance-learning
opportunities. It is impOrUIJlt to bri~a thesl= s~fv'ices directly to tho Ctassr«lm where students loam. Thus, your
inclusion of internal classroom cOru1~¢tions fot discounts is drucirtl: ./.:

I"

We currently have one dial-in colUlcctioiltotho lnt~rnrt "I l~O of our three schools. Needless to say. we canDot
meet the needs of all our studenlS with this Ilmite<!,acccn These discounts would allow us to provide the
wond\.-rful resources available on the Information S'uperhig}\way to a greater numbers of students, a benefit
magnified by our inaccessibility to more traditional resources that are available to schools in more populated
parts ofour state.

Our students ncod. deep discounts for telecommunications services this ycar. 1urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank yon.

Sincercly,

~llJd~
Gllry J. Walden
SupcrintendCIll

ElOA~D MEMee:RS, CI'ester Ki(,lht, cnalrpersol'l, Cnsrles McOoneld, Vlce-Ch8lrperson,
Mrs. JU"$ Mason. Freddio Mills, Ricky Walker
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The Honorable Reed Hundt EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814 br,

Washington, D.C. 20554

April 28, 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The Federal Communications Commission's findings on Universal Service that will be
released on May 8, 1997 will have a very significant impad on the 399 counties that
are served by the Appalachian Regional Commission [ARC]. The ARC serves parts of
12 states from New York to Mississippi, and all of West Virginia.

The ARC fully supports the FCC in its leadership role in encouraging an environment
of competition between different service providers. The ARC believes that the FCC
should provide a support subsidy system for toll-free access to the Internet for
educational and telehealth users, and advoeates a subsidy program that will provide
rural areas with the opportunity to develop the state-Of-the-art telecommunications
services that are needed to ensure an educated, healthy, and ready to work population.

For more than 25 years the Appalachian Regional Commission has had an active
interest in the role that telecommunications technology can play in helping move the
Appalachian region into the nation)s economic mainstream. Starting in 1972, the ARC

~

partnered with NASA, the University of Kentucky, and the country of India to launch a
satellite that would deliver educational programs to schools and communities across
Appalachia. The ARC helped to finance all types of downlink facilities. including
satellite dishes and microwave eqUipment, in order to distribute the educational
programming throughout the region. The satellite was eventually re-positioned over
Indis, where it provided similar educational services.

Since 1989 the ARC has funded more than 40 advanced full motion and compressed
video and computer-based telecommunication networks that serve the educational,
medical, govemment, and business sectors throughout the region. Many of these
networks have been expanded several times over the past 8 years. Nearly all of these
networks are utilizing fiber optic or T1 lines that cross LATAs. In most instances these
networks have been set up utilizing ·special rates" offered by the respective telephone
companies that serve the region. These special rates in many cases are about to
expire or have already expired. In one instance, the telephone rate increased nearly 4
% times the original "introdudory" rate.
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If similar significant rate increases occur, many users will simply tum off the equipment
or disconnect from the network. When sites are disconnected, the entire community
and its service area lose a valuable access to the Information Highway.

The ARC has supported the funding of these advanced telecommunication services
because it feels that access to information is a critical element in a comprehensive
economic development strategy for any community or organization. The ARC, as a
Federal agency. has recognized and addressed the overall importance of the need for
telecommunications services throughout the agency's Strategic Plan, which the
Appalachian Govemors and I unanimously adopted in 1996. The Commission believes
that, unless the region is served by an affordable telecommunication system,
Appalachia will be by-passed by the "Information Highway" just as the Interstate
Highway System by-passed the region in the 1950's and 1960's. We believe that
advanced telecommunication services are absolutely essential in building a sustainable
economic base in a community.

As you know, the Appalachian region is comprised of many low and moderate income
communities that are geographically isolated from major urban areas where there are
numerous telecommunication services offered at affordable rates. The Appalachian
region needs to have the same choices of bandwidths up to and including 1.54 Mbps
necessary for the prOVision of telemedicine J telehealth care services, educational,
governmental, and business sector uses that the more urban areas are already
enjoying at this time.

If the rural Universal Service Rates are not comparabJe to urban service rates. the
impact will be substantial and detrimental and will impair the Commission's-and the
nation's-effort to give Appalachia a full seat at the table of American prosperity:

• rural areas will become less desirable places for businesses to operate
from or locate in;

• many rural hospitals will cease to exist as the primary care site for
communities, potentially resulting in a general decline in the overall
health of a region and adversely affecting business recruiting activities;

• many doctors and other health care providers will not locate in rural areas
unless they feel they can be supported by advanced telemedicine I
telehealth services from the major urban areas;

• educational opportunities for traditional K-12 students will not be
competitive with those in urban areas, impeding the effort to achieve the
National Education Goals
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• adult learners attempting to enter or re-enter the workforce (including
welfare-to-work participants). as well as those needing skills upgrades,
will not have access to current workforce training opportunities;

• local govemments will lack the ability to more easily make their services
conveniently available to their customers.

In short. if an affordable rural Universal Service rate strudure is not put into place, the
rural areas of Appalachia will become undesirable areas in which to live, operate a
business, have access to adequate educational training, or secure adequate health
care. The nation must have a carefully crafted subsidy program that takes into account
the need to reduce distance-based telephone charges in education and telehealth­
related services in rural areas.

I encourage you and your fellow Commissioners to keep these needs of Appalachia in
mind as you craft your final rules on Universal Service. Please let me know if you or
your staff desire any additional information about out telecommunications work in the
region.

S~'-~0.
f--t-f~4-
~" \"

JE~SE L:' WHITE, JR.
F~'lral Co-Chairman •
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Reed E. Hundt
Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20554-0001

Dear :Mr. Chairman~

MAY' 1997

On behalf of the physician groups listed below, which represent over 300,000 individual
physicians from across the country, we are writing to urge you to support the full
implementation of the "universal service" provisions of the "Telecommunications Act of
1996." As you know, the universal service provisions of the Act mandate the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) to direct telecommunications rate subsidies to, among
other groups, "rural health care providers." The law explicitly states that the FCC must
make telecommunications rates for eligible health care providers and physicians
comparable to telecommunications rates for similar services in both urban and rural areas.
We strongly encourage you to immediately implement the so-called Snowe, Rockefeller,
ExoIL, Kerrey provisions of the Act because we believe it to be important to the growth of
telemedicine and would allow for greater access to health care services in rural and
underserved areas.

The Act specifically mandates that telecommunications carriers provide
telecommunications services to health care providers serving patients in rural areas at rates
comparable to rates in urban areas. In addition, the FCC's own Advisory Committee on
Telecommunications and Health Care has stated that the "discounted rate is critical to the
success of rural telemedicine, and the comparable urban rate should eliminate differences in
urban and rural rates created by distance." As Congress intended, we believe the definition
of "rate" should be construed broadly.

Many dedicated physicians and health care professionals provide essential medical services
in small private offices, often in remote and isolated areas across the country. In order to be
able to continue to provide quality health care services, individuals practicing in rural areas
must often pay excessively high long-distance charges just to be able to access Internet and
other telecommunications services. The ability to access these and many other services at
affordable rate would allow physicians and health care providers to deliver the best health
services possible.
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We urge you to support the "universal access" provisions of the Act because we believe
that these provisions are fair and would improve the quality ofhealth services in many
needed areas of the United States.

Sincerely,

American College of Radiology

American Medical Association

cc: James H. QueUo, Rachelle B. Chong, Susan Ness, Regina M. Keeney
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MAY

COIlUDissioner Rachellc B. Chong
Federal Comm.unication.~ Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington> DC 20554

RF.; CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong: Jey')\-k.v t. \.e.¥Y\ .

WE are faculty and stafffrtlmC.J\o.Y'\es.Co"l.ft-ty in Maryland. We Elle writing in
support ofthe Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We 'Would like to thank you for your dedication in em;uring thal all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Supcrhighwuy.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plWl wiJI guaranteed that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-leaming opportwrlties. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools, and> importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classTOoDl where
students learn. Your incl\L.'iion of internal classroom connections for discount is vitaL
This plan is essential for preparing the workfor~eQftomolTOw.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for uni"ersal services for selmols
and libraries.

Thank you.

II
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ANACOND~DEERLODGECOUNTY
Courthouse· 800 South Main

Anaconda, Montana 59711

Superintendent of Schools

Apr-il 23, 1997 MAY 1 loql1/;

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear- Commiss ion t1ember-s:

I am the County Superintendent of Schools for' Deer' Lodge County in
Montana, and I would like to thank each of you for your efforts to ensure
that school districts and educational consor-tia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway. In r~ral areas such as ours
access to the Information Superhighway connects our students to people
and exper-iences they would not other-wise access.

Our schools in Deer Lodge County have made tremendous strides in
introducing technology into classrooms and ma1~ing computer connected
information sources available to every student. However, the incr-easing
costs of these services in a time when school flmding is cr-itical makes
the continuation of these services precax-ious at best.

The Telecommunications Act and the Feder-aI-State Joint Board decision
will guarantee that our school districts will continue to have
opportunity to connect to the Inter-net and pr-ovide distance-learning
experiences to our students. The $2.25 billion per year- will address the
needs of all schools, and continue effor-ts to bring these services
directly in the classr-oom where students learn. Including disC01.mts for­
internal classroom connections needs to remain a corner stone of this
plan and this plan is essential to the adequate pr-epar-ation of tomorrow's
work force.



l)ur students and schooL:; need deep discounts for' telecommlmicatious
services this year'. I ur'ge the FCC to fully 3uppor·t thE> .Joint Boar'd' s
disccJunt plan foy' universal seY'vice to schools.

Sincer'e ly ,

t1ichael WRouY'ke t'lSEd, LCPC
County Superintendent of 3choo1::,



DAVID M. BEASLEY, CHAIRMAN
GOVBRNOR

JOHN DRUMMOND
CHAIRMAN, SENATH F1NANCB COMMTITEE

RICHARD A. ECKSTROM
STATH TREASURER

EARLE E. MORRIS. JR.
COMPJl{OlLER GENERAL

,I

P.O. BOX 12444
COLUMBIA, SOUTII CAROLINA 29211

(803) 734-2320

April 28, 1997

HBNRY E. BROWN, JR.
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State Joint Board Recommendations
on Universal Service (CC Docket No. 96-45)

Dear Commissioner Chong:

On behalf of the State of South Carolina, I would like to urge the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC") to implement promptly the general recommendations of
the Federal-State Joint Board relating to universal service support for K-12 schools and for
libraries. There are a few minor details of the Joint Board's recommendations for school/library
support that should be modified to make the program administratively more manageable.
Specifically, the rules should expressly recognize that state agencies may file consolidated
requests for universal service support on behalf oftheir schools and libraries, and the Universal
Fund Administrator should be instructed to accept such consolidated filings. (South Carolina and
other states have been in contact with the FCC's staff on these and other matters.) Overall,
however, the Joint Board's recommendations are critical to the success of the combined efforts of
federal, state and local governments to ensure that all of our children have access to the basic
telecommunications resources necessary for enhanced learning and interaction with the
burgeoning worldwide electronic information storehouse.

We in South Carolina have recognized for some time the tremendous importance of
having our schools and libraries connected to the Internet. In 1996, at my behest, our legislature
appropriated $10 million to connect our K-12 schools and our libraries to the Internet. As of
April 1, 1997, we had completed dedicated connections of approximately 620 schools and
libraries. We expect to connect the remaining 697 schools and libraries by December, 1997.

PAX (803) 734-2117



But much more needs to be done in South Carolina and elsewhere. We need to train our
teachers to bring the full potential of the Internet and other technologies into their classrooms.
We need to acquire additional computers and related technology to ensure that our schools and
libraries are adequately equipped to meet the needs of their respective student and user
populations. We need to enhance the use of live video instruction capabilities (including
interactive video conferencing) that have been pioneered by the South Carolina Educational
Television System. And we need to ensure that every one of our students (especially those in the
most disadvantaged school districts) has the maximum opportunity to use the educational tools
made possible through computers and communications technology.

The school/library universal service proposals will go a long way toward helping us
achieve our objectives. Although South Carolina already has committed to connect our schools
and libraries to the Internet, the availability of universal service support will enable us to free up
funds for the important related tasks listed above and many others that are essential to providing
our children with a quality education.

We in South Carolina very much appreciate the support that you, the FCC, the Joint
Board, Congress and the Administration have given to this endeavor. We urge the FCC to take
the next step by promptly adopting rules that will implement the Joint Board's basic
recommendations on school/lib universal service support.

cc: Barbara Nielsen
State Superintendent of Education



Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Being a Maintenance Supervisor for the Iroquois School District for the
past 20 years, I know all to well how schools use money from their
general fund budgets to pay for the $500.00 per month T1 lines and wiring
for the classrooms in order to teach our students about
telecommunications. I also know how financially depressed our school
district is from our local business, General Electric. General Electric
continues to ask for a tax reassessment and having it lowered, paying
less and less tax each year. But on the other hand, General Electric
expects well trained or fully trained employees, right out of school, to run
their NC machines and other computerized systems.

I have also worked with our local phone company and have found a lot of
resistance in helping or doing telecommunications in the schools. Just
where Will people learn about all the new advantages and operations
dealing with telecommunications?

On the street like our kids used to with sex?

We have a system to learn from, but it is being tied up and priced out of
the reach for our students. I hope you will keep illl students in full view
when you vote on the E-Rate

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan

Will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.



Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this
year.
I urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

~A ~
- Steven Sceiford r

522 Nobel Ave
Erie, PA. 16511
814-898-2095



Nicholas Malobabich
Business Administrator

PaulJ. Bentley, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent

EX PAFtT£: OR LATE FILED

PENNSYLV...NlA DEP"'RTMENT OF &DUC...T10N
BLUE RIBBON AWARD

UNITED ST...tae DEP"'RTMENT OF EDUC...TION
NATIONAL RECOGNITION

1515 E. lincoln Highway
Coatesville, PA 19320-2494

(610) 383-7900 Fax (610) 384-2086

~::;:========================1~-KET\4IJI\!~~:~
Coatesvllle Area School District 1'1I.itI:1IIV1"'f'~IUlJvw.

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

School Board
Leonard A. Fredericks
President
Clarence W. Smith
Vice President
John H. Hamilton
Roger McGuigan
Linda R. Messinger
G. David Patrylak
Hugh J. Redditt, Jr.
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
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1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
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MAY 1 1997

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am the Assistant Superintendent from the Coatesville Area School District and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools,
and more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce oftomoITow.

The Coatesville Area School District, with a state aid ratio of .5381 and an equalized millage in
the top quartile, is limited in its ability to make a significant investment to expand its technology
base. As a result, technology has not been developed to its full potential, lacks connectivity
beyond the school walls, and has not been integrated within the curriculum. The district has not
been able to fund a comprehensive technology training program thus denying students and
community of the benefits that could be derived if a program were in place.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS INFORMATION CONTACT: GAIL G. JACKSON
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Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Again, thank you.

PJB/etl

!:ir
Paul J. Bentley
Assistant Superintendent

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPWYER
FOR CML RlGHIS INFORMAliON CONTACT: GAIL G. JACKSON
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

MAyl 1997

Re: Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On May 8, the Commission intends to issue an order
fulfilling the mandate of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(1996 Act) to establish a new framework for ensuring that basic
telephone service remains available and affordable for all
Americans. That order will doubtless build on the
recommendations by the Federal-State Joint Board, which are the
fruit of close and conscientious collaboration between Federal
and State regulators. As the Commission completes its review of
the many comments on the Joint Board's recommendations and
prepares its own decision, the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) would like to reiterate and to
reinforce its views on several of the principal issues under
consideration.

1. Connecting Schools and Libraries

As the Commission is aware, NTIA strongly supports the basic
tenets of the Joint Board's recommendations concerning the
provision and funding of essential telecommunications services to
our nation's schools and libraries. For example, we believe that
the proposed level of support for schools and libraries -- $2.25
billion -- is a reasonable estimate of the amount required
annually to provide necessary services to those institutions,
although the Commission and the Joint Board should reassess that
level periodically to ensure that it is neither excessive nor
·inadequate.

We also strongly urge that the widest feasible range of
providers should be entitled to receive money from the universal
service fund if they furnish qualifying services to schools and
libraries at discounted rates. Section 254 (h) (2) (A) of the 1996
Act charges the Commission with establishing "competitively
neutral rules" to enhance access by those entities to both
"telecommunication and information services." Maximizing the
number of eligible providers would likely increase the number of
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potential suppliers to schools and libraries. Additional
competition should, in turn, reduce the prices that those
institutions must pay, as well as expand the range of services,
particularly advanced telecommunications and information
services, made available to them. Moreover, competition will
ensure a more efficient use of the fund as prices are pushed
downward.

Finally, the Commission should ensure that mechanisms are in
place to implement the discount plan. Thus, for example, it
should not only select a Fund Administrator, but it should
clearly delineate the Administrator's duties (~, assessing and
collecting contributions to the fund from carriers, disbursing
funds to service providers, maintaining a database of services
provided and rates charged to particular schools and libraries
for use by others). The Commission should also, in NTIA's view,
specify that Requests for Proposals (RFPs) should be the vehicles
by which schools and libraries solicit and providers furnish
qualifying telecommunications services.

2. Rural Health Care Clinics

The 1996 Act establishes the principle that rural health
care providers are entitled to receive "telecommunications
services which are necessary for the provision of health care
services" at prices that "are reasonably comparable to rates
charged for similar services in urban areas."Y NTIA believes
that the largest pricing disadvantage faced by rural health care
providers are the distance and usage charges associated with many
of the services they purchase. For example, the average annual
charge for a T-l circuit in rural areas is at least three times
that in urban areas. Similarly, if a rural health care provider
wishes to connect to an Internet Service Provider in order to
access and retrieve medical information, the provider frequently
must incur toll charges that an urban counterpart does not. For
these reasons, NTIA recommends that the Commission take
appropriate steps now to ensure that qualifying services provided
to rural health care providers do not include distance-sensitive
elements and that those providers do not have to pay toll charges
to access the Internet.

3. Support to High Cost Areas

One of the most contentious aspects of the universal service
debate concerns the amount of support needed to ensure affordable
service for subscribers living in high cost areas, including
rural areas. NTIA favors a strong high cost program and has
endorsed the Joint Board's tentative recommendation to use so­
called proxy models to quantify the amount of subsidies needed.

1/ 47 U.S.C. § 254(h) (1) (A).
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We understand, however, that there are legitimate questions about
the ability of existing models to estimate accurately the costs
of serving rural and other high cost areas. We endorse the
adoption of an interim plan until such time as the new scheme is
workable. Any such plan should hold steady the existing support
for high cost areas, while minimizing the imposition of new
assessments while further work is completed. We strongly urge the
Commission to continue the Joint Board process and to work with
stakeholders to improve on the existing proxy models to make them
a suitable vehicle for calculating high cost support.

In addition, we urge the Commission and State regulators to
coordinate their policies, particularly with regard to universal
service and other interstate and intrastate pricing reforms, to
ensure that the new Federal universal service regime is
synchronized with the removal of implicit subsidies, thus
prohibiting double recovery of costs.

4. Consumer Impacts

At the same time that the Commission issues its universal
service order, other proceedings to implement the 1996 Act are
pending on both the Federal and State levels. We believe that it
is important to implement the various reforms necessitated by the
Act in a manner that maximizes consumer benefits and avoids
unreasonable rate shock.

The introduction of meaningful and effective competition
into all segments of the telecommunication market will best
provide consumers with the promises of the Act -- better choice
in price and service. In this regard, we applaud the Commission
and the State commissions for their vigilant efforts to implement
the interconnection provisions of the Act. We appreciate the
difficulty in predicting when the full effects of competition
will be felt by a wide range of consumers and understand the need
for transition mechanisms to move from a monopoly to a
competitive market. At the same time, we urge the Commission to
take immediate action to achieve a number of consumer benefits
envisioned by the Act, such as affordable service to schools,
libraries, and rural health care clinics, continued support for
customers in high cost areas, and reductions in rates that
consumers ultimately pay.

In this regard, the Commission apparently plans to complete
its pending rulemaking to reform interstate access charges. A
number of different plans have been offered for restructuring
existing access charges, including comments filed by NTIA. In
assessing these various proposals, and in crafting a new access
charge plan, we urge the Commission to keep its eyes on the
fundamental objective -- an access regime that garners for
consumers the benefits of local and long distance competition,
promotes efficient investment in the nation's telecommunications
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infrastructure and, most importantly, protects customers from
sharp and sudden rate increases. By so doing, the Commission
will assure that its actions in the access charge proceeding will
be compatible with the central purpose of universal service
reform -- to make affordable basic telephone service available to
all Americans.

cc: Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

~e~,
Latrry Irv~

James H. Quell~ -~ , (oJ 0 ••

Rachelle B. Chong ~

Susan Ness
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1\ Prince Street Sch~f'ft!copy
I 400 Prince Street ORIGINAl
\ \ Salisbury, Maryland 21804
\ \ (410) 749-6735

______I I FAX TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET

\ I

4-~O-97
Ra.lheUe. Chong

202-418-2820

YOU SHOULD RECEIVE PAGE(S). INCLUDING THIS
COVER SHEET. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL THE PAGES. PLEASE CALL

. (410) 749-6735.



PRINCE STREET SCHOOL
400 Prince Street

Salisbury, MD 21804
phone 410-749-6735 fax 410-341-3916

Commissioner Rachelle B. O1ong
Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

DeaI- Commissioner Chong;

We are faculty and staff from Prince Street School. Wicomico County, in Maryland. We are
writing in support of the Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thmk you for yom dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Tel~ommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the
poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance­
learning opportunitie:s. The $2.25 billion a yeal" will. address 1he needs of all our schools, and,
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. YOUI

inclusion of intemal classroom connections for discounts is vita. This plan is essential for
preparing the work force of tomorrow.

Om county has been forttmate in that a local provider has given our school free access for
two years. This is the second year. In order for the schools to maintain this servic~ monies
that might be ~t on new access may have to be placed on hold. We have committees in
place to write grants to provide as :much monies as possible to put computers in every
classroom, thus giving internet access to all students.

Our sbldents need deep discounts for telecomm:unications services this year- We urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely.

Faculty and Staff of Prince Street School
(See attached sheet for 8ignatur~ and addresses.)



PRINCE STREET SCHOOL
400 Prince Street

Salisbury, MD 21804
phone 410-749-6735 fax 410-341-3916

April 28, 1997

I. the undersigned, am in favor of the funding of CC Docket No. 9&45.

DATE NAME ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE
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PRINCE STREET SCHOOL
400 Prince Street

Salisbury} MD 21804
phone 410-749-6735 fax 410-341-3916

April 28. 1997

1. the undersigned. am in favor of the funding of CC Docket No- 96-45.

ADDRESS~ CITY~ STATE. ZIP CODEINAMI<:DATE
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